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ark your calendars now for December 11-13
 at 7:30 p.m. for the twenty second annual
“Christmas at First Baptist!” This tradition 
continues in 2015 under new direction, but features 
old favorites like “White Christmas,” “God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen,” and, of course, “Sleigh Ride!” 
The Chancel Choir and orchestra look forward to 
once again presenting an exciting program that will 
take us through the season of Advent to Christmas-
tide and Epiphany. Over the years, the concert has 
become First Baptist’s Christmas offering to the City 
of Wilmington and beyond. People from all over North Carolina and surrounding 
states are in attendance each year. The Orchestra, which includes many of the finest 
players in the area, supplements our own talented group of instrumentalists to 
create an amazing ensemble. Many have played each performance since the outset 
and have been heard to say that “Christmas at First Baptist” is the beginning of their 
Christmas. As part of our calling as a missional church, donations are accepted to 
support Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity. To date, we have raised over $75,000 for  
this worthy ministry at this event. Make plans now to attend one of the performances 

but remember to arrive early. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. but even with three 
performances we must turn people away each year. Admission is free, child care is 

provided and come prepared to make a generous contribution to Habitat for Humanity.

Join us for Christmas Caroling to our homebound and nursing 
home members on December 6th! Meet at the Activities Center 
at 4:15 p.m.to join a team. Christmas caroling means so much to 
our homebound members and is the highlight of their Christmas, 
so join for this meaningful time for the whole family!

On December 20th we will collect unwrapped toys during both 
worship services to be distributed to needy families at the special 
Christmas at The Cove event to be held on December 21st. More 
details are on page 3 and a list of gift ideas is on the FBC website.

On December 24 at 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., and 11:00 p.m., we will 
have a beautiful candlelight communion service to anticipate the 
coming of Christ into the world. Child care is provided at the 4:00 
and 6:00 p.m. services.



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and  welcoming 
to anyone, no  matter where they are 

on  their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

2

Winter CrossTraining Begins 
January 13th!

Start your year off right with winter 
CrossTraining! Winter CrossTraining 
is held every Wednesday night 
January 13-March 16th from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Activities Center. 
Wednesday Night Dinner will also 
continue for Winter CrossTraining 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. It will be a 
wonderful time of fellowship and enjoying great food together. Class details and 
registration for CrossTraining and Wednesday Night Dinners will be on our 
website at fbcwilmington.org. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 
nights!

Get Excited for 
What’s Coming

Do you watch movie trailers? I do. Especially for the blockbusters 
that I can’t wait to see. I bought tickets for the Cook family to go 

see the new Star Wars movie…AND I bought the tickets weeks ago. 
Yeah I’m that guy, the guy who looks forward and gets excited about 
what’s coming.  

Last month I told you in this column that there were some changes 
on the horizon. I knew then what most of you know now…that the 
Personnel Committee was ready and excited to shift Steven Thomason from being our Interim 
Minister for Traditional Worship to our permanent Minister for Traditional Worship.  Frankly, 
it was an easy decision for the Personnel Committee to make. Steven is not only a highly gifted 
musician, but a wonderful minister and God has given us a wonderful gift in him.  
The other change that is coming involves our Journey Service. When you approved the 2016 
Budget on November 8th, you gave the green light to the Personnel Committee to begin the 
search process for a full time minister whose work will focus on contemporary worship. Given 
that we split the role of overseeing worship into two positions, we also believe that we will be 
able to add some additional responsibilities for the person who will oversee the Journey service.  
Our plan is to hire a Minister of Contemporary Worship/Young Adults who will not only be the 
lead worship minister at 8:50, but will also lead our church’s ministry efforts for post-collegiate 
young adults. If you know of someone who would be a good candidate for that position please 
send all inquiries, recommendations and resumés to searchcommittee@fbcwilmington.org with 
the subject line as “Worship and Young Adult Position.”
Guiding the Personnel Committee in its work will be the results of our churchwide worship 
survey that many of you completed this past summer. There were ten traits we asked each 
worshiping community (the 8:50 and 11:00 worshiping communities) to rank for us in terms of 
what we should be looking for in our next Minister of Worship. According to those of you in the 
8:50 worshiping community, your top five traits in order were someone who: 
1) shares the vision and values of First Baptist Church 
2) is not just a gifted musician, but also good with people 
3) is a mature, and growing Christian who has a vibrant faith 
4) is a team player and a good colleague in ministry: committed not only to strengthening 
     worship but the breadth of ministry in our church. 
5) brings God glory by facilitating excellence in all aspects of worship.
Rarely should you expect someone who will perfectly embody each of the values/traits 
you’re seeking in a search process, but these values can and should shape our efforts. Please 
pray for the Personnel Committee and the Ministerial Staff as we undertake these efforts.
These are exciting times for our church. God has done great things in our midst for a long 
time, but there are a lot of “coming attractions” that are the latest version of new ministry 
opportunities that hold great promise for our church’s future. And stay tuned. There’s 
more to come!

Sunday 
Worship 

Schedule

 Advent is a season of 
transformational expectancy. 

We don’t just sit idly by waiting for 
Jesus to arrive. We allow our hope to 

change us, and maybe
change the world as well.

December 6th
“Prepare”
Luke 3:1-6
Matt Cook

December 13th 
“Transform”
Luke  3:7-18
Matt Cook

December 20th
“Celebrate”

Luke 1:39-45
Matt Cook

December 24th
“The Gospel of Christmas”

Luke 2:1-20
Jim Everette

December 27th 
“Clothed in Compassion”

Colossians 3:12-17
Jayne Davis



Christmas at the Cove 
All FBC families are invited to be 
a part of Christmas at The Cove 
this year! Christmas at The Cove 
is a heartwarming time as needy 
families are surrounded by the 
love of Christ through our 
FBC family and given the 
opportunity to shop for 
Christmas presents for their 
children. On December 21st from 5:30- 
8:00 p.m., Burmese families, families from 
the Harrelson Center and other families 
supported by ministries of FBC will have a 
special Christmas to remember as they shop 
for gifts donated by FBC members. The 
evening will be extra special as the Merry 

Martha’s class cooks and serves hot dogs for the families, and 
the youth group helps transport gifts and play with children 
in The Cove while the parents shop. Christmas gifts for these 
families will be collected as a part of both worship services 
on Sunday morning, December 20th. Ideas for gifts in each 
age category are available at fbcwilmington.org. Volunteers 
are needed the evening of the 21st to play with the children 
while the parents shop, help the parents

pick out gifts, check families in 
and help take the gifts out to the family’s 
cars. Contact Don Vigus 
if you can help at  
dvigus@fbcwilmington.org 
or 910-763-2471.

Christmas Eve 
Nursery Help 
Needed

Interested in giving the gift 
of time on Christmas Eve? 
Help is needed in the nursery 
during the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Christmas Eve services. We 
are also in need of volunteers 
on Sunday, December 27, for 
the 10:00 a.m. service. 
Contact Lauren McLean if 
you can help at 431-1288 or 
fbcwchildcare@gmail.com.

Celebrate Christmas on 
December 5th!
Children 2 years - 6th grade and their families are invited to attend 
Celebrate Christmas on Saturday, December 5, from 9:00 am until  

11:30 a.m.. The celebration will 
begin with breakfast provided  
by the Men’s Ministry, followed  
by children performing a 
dramatization of the Christmas 
story. The day will end with each 
child creating three keepsake 
crafts - two to take home and 
one to send to our homebound 
members. This is a great time to 
invite a friend! Register by 
December 2 at fbcwilmington.org. 3

  
FBC’s

New 2016
Deacons
Thank you Deacons for 

serving First Baptist 
Church as the hands and 

feet of Jesus Christ.

Randy Barrington                            
Tammy Blizzard                
India Causey                                     

Ken Dull                                                              
Phyllis Ellenberg                              

Donn Evans      
Skip Everhart                                 
Bud Gaskins                                      

Lorraine Mason                                               
Connie Piscetelli                              

Wanda Porter                                   
David Smith                                       
Tony Stroud                                      

Brooke Sumner                                               
Philip Sutton                                     

Deak Walden                                    
Donna Walden                                 
Gary Winstead                                 

Jeannette Woodruff



Nathaniel Cook is the son 
of Matt and Allyson Cook. 
He’s a fifth grader at Parsley 
Elementary School, and is an 
avid soccer player. He made 
his profession of faith on the 
recent FBC mission trip to 
South Africa! He was baptized 
on November 29th. 

Year-End 
Giving 
Guidelines
FBC must comply with the IRS directive 
that requires all 2015 contributions to 
First Baptist Church be given by 
December 31, 2015. If the donation is 
mailed, it needs to be postmarked by 
December 31, 2015. All money received 
after the 1st will be placed in our 2016 
books. We appreciate your cooperation! 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Beth Cameron at 763-2471 
or bcameron@fbcwilmington.org.

Dawson Williams

Sharing Life Together

The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

General Fund
In memory of Harriet Barlowe

by Dinah & Ed Snead
by James & Rachel Nix

In memory of Oscar Norris
by the Transitions Class

by Mr. & Mrs. Todd Edge

In memory of Ruth St. Clair
by Catherine R. Webb, Dave 

Richardson & family 
and Jannet R. Turner

In honor of Dr. George Gates
by Joseph A. Happ & 

Kristy D. Speach

Music Ministry
In memory of Elbert Barnhill 

by Stephen & Sandy Smith

Baptist Children’s Homes
In memory of Dick Gough

by Mary Gough
by Lois Johnson

In memory of Don Sellers
by Don & Judy Womble

L

Tuesday Noon Christmas 
Lunch

Join us as we celebrate the birth of 
Christ at our Annual Noon Christmas 
Lunch on Tuesday, December 15, at 
12:00 p.m. at the Activities Center. 
We’ll enjoy a Christmas feast, seasonal 
music, devotional thoughts by Jim 
Everette and a few Christmas surprises. 
Please RSVP to the church office 
(763-2471) by Wednesday, Dec. 3rd. 
Cost is $5 per person payable at the door.

Other December Dates:
December 1- John Daniels 
December 8th - Don Vigus
No Tuesday Noon after December 15th

Welcome New Members

We celebrate that Dawson 
Williams has professed 
faith in Christ and will be 
baptized soon. He is in the 
tenth grade at New Hanover 
High school. Dawson is a 
part of our Youth Ministry 
and a member of the team of 
missionaries that served in 
Dallas, Texas last summer. 
He also recently earned an 

Eagle Scout Award. Dawson’s parents are Kathy and Jeff 
Williams.

Transition Updates
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Nathaniel Cook

The Personnel Committee has voted unanimously to invite  
Steven Thomason, our Interim Minister of Worship to become a permanent part of our staff. Steven has accepted and his new title is now 
Minister for Traditional Worship. 
Steven will continue to work 29 hours a week, as well as, pursue his education at Campbell Divinity School one day a week. Even though 
Steven is approximately 3/4 time, this still represents an increase in hours for the 11:00 worshiping community. Under the old arrangement, 
we had one full time position split equally between both services (1/2 time for 8:50, 1/2 time for 11:00). The plan is for Steven to complete his 
education and then become full time upon his graduation. Your faithful response to God’s generosity has made this wonderful step possible. 
We’re glad to have Steven on board as a permanent part of our staff!
We are also pleased to announce Beth Cameron as our new Financial Secretary. Read more about Beth on page 6.



 

The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts

General Fund
In memory of Harriet Barlowe

by Dinah & Ed Snead
by James & Rachel Nix

In memory of Oscar Norris
by the Transitions Class

by Mr. & Mrs. Todd Edge

In memory of Ruth St. Clair
by Catherine R. Webb, Dave 

Richardson & family 
and Jannet R. Turner

In honor of Dr. George Gates
by Joseph A. Happ & 

Kristy D. Speach

Music Ministry
In memory of Elbert Barnhill 

by Stephen & Sandy Smith

Baptist Children’s Homes
In memory of Dick Gough

by Mary Gough
by Lois Johnson

In memory of Don Sellers
by Don & Judy Womble

In Sympathy
Christian Sympathy is extended to Archie 
Herring on the loss of his sister, Ruth Philbeck, on 
November 5.
Christian sympathy is extended to Bo Burch on the 
loss of his father, Elwood Burch, on November 19.
Christian sympathy is extended to Jeff Barnhill on the 
loss of his father, Elbert Barnhill on November 7.
Christian sympathy is extended to Denise Griffin on the 
loss of her mother, Edna McLemore, on November 2.

Christian sympathy is extended to Robert & Rose Smith 
on the loss of their daughter-in-law. Becky Smith.
Christian sympathy is extended to Carol Feely on the 
loss of her father, Al Feely, on November 1.
Christian sympathy is extended to Bob Merritt on the 
loss of his mother, Mildred H. Merritt on November 16.
Christian Sympathy is extended Deak Walden on the 
loss of his mother, Catherine Walden, on November 20. 
Christian sympathy is extened to Joyce Skinner on the 
loss of her father, William “Billy” Sallenger, on 
November 21. 
Christian sympathy is extended R. Bertram Williams III 
on the loss of his father, Dr. Bertram Williams, Jr. 
Dr. Williams was a member of FBC for almost 85 years 
and FBC’s longest living member when he passed away on 
November 16.

New Arrivals
Congratulations to Jeff & Erica Sypole and big brother 

Bradley on the birth of their daughter, Lily Anne Sypole, born 
on Saturday, November 7 at 8:27 a.m. She was 8lbs, 

2oz and 20 inches.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are 
needed at Mother 
Hubbard’s 
Cupboard! 
Volunteers are 
needed to pack 
bags and 
distribute 
food to hungry 
people of 
Wilmington 
from 12:30 to 
3:00 p.m. the 
first Friday of 

each month. Contact Gaye Thomas at 791-2943 or
 jthomas14@ec.rr.com or if you can help serve.

Giving 
November financials and year-end financials will 

be posted in the January issue of the Kingdom News.  

Attendance

Worship                    649         616        619        715

Sunday School      492         534        552        522

NOV
1

NOV
8

NOV
15
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Poinsettias
In memory of Ken Huffman

by Sharon, Ashley & Mason Huffman

In memory of Kent Harmon
by Kent Harmon’s Family

In memory of Joy Williams 
by Harry & Barbara Williams

In memory of Jerry Porter
by Vicki Porter

In memory of Dr. Lamar Brooks
by Frances H. Clausing

In memory of Helen Dobson 
by Frances H. Clausing

In memory of Lloyd B. Clausing 
by Frances H. Clausing

In memory of Ronald E. Hewett 
by Frances H. Clausing

In memory of Virginia Griffith
by Gayle & David Bordeaux

In honor of Kenly Ruth Sanders 
by Sharon Huffman & Joe Newton

In honor of John Moore 
by Brandon & Annie Adams

In honor of Bill Jordan, 
Billy Ray & Janet Jordan

by Ray Jordan

NOV
22

If you would like to order a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, you can send a $15 check to the church office at 411 
Market Street, Wilmington NC 28401 or fill out the form in the 
Order of Worship. The deadline to order is December 15.



Together, We 
Make Things Possible
A wonderful, hard-working group gathered 
for Mission Possible Day on Saturday, 
November 14. We enjoyed fellowship over 
coffee, donuts and orange juice before we all 
got to work!  We spent the day getting our 
facilities ready to do “Immeasurably More” 
of God’s Work in 2016.  We planted trees, 
installed shelving and hooks to help organize 
the storage room in the gym, cleaned out 
the garage and organized our preschool and 
childcare rooms. It was a wonderful 
morning of fellowship and preparing for our 
future ministries. Thank you to everyone who 
spent their Saturday morning volunteering for Mission Possible Day! 

Welcome to the Team Beth!
We are pleased to announce Beth Cameron as our new Financial Secretary. Beth is a 
full-charge bookkeeper and has previous church financial experience, as well as, working with 

numerous non-profits. She began her employment on November 23rd and will be trained by 
Marie Lane. Beth and her husband Steve have been in the Wilmington area for over 10 years. We 

are delighted to have Beth on board! You may email her at bcameron@fbcwilmington.org.

Daily Devotions
Follow us on Instagram (fbcwilmington) or Twitter (@fbcwilmington) or search #FBCDailyHope to 

receive our new daily devotions! Email agourlay@fbcwilmington.org to get the devotions in your inbox. 

Global Missions Christmas Offering
Need: $12,000

Many of us are blessed with so much. Most of all, a relationship with the God that created us, loves us, 
sacrificed for us, and sustains us. We have shelter with rooms that are warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer. We have clean water that flows when we turn the faucets on and when we flush. We also have food, 
friends that care about us, families and jobs. We are blessed to live in America. We may not agree with 
everything that goes on here, but there is no doubting the USA is the greatest nation in the world; and we are 
blessed to get to live here. We have freedoms that are non-existent for the majority of people that live in the rest 
of the world. No doubting it, we are blessed. As a part of being a missional church and “To become and help 
others to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”, we are giving to the Christmas Offering for Global 
Missions that is passed along to the 125 missionaries of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship that allows them to 
work among child refugees seeking safety and a better life after having fled war zones in Africa and the Middle 
East. They provide a place of safety and tutorial help for children that live in the poorest and most dangerous 
zip codes in our nation. They “Touch Miami with Love” and wrap their arms around young and old people in 
Southeast Asia who are desperate for food, shelter, clothing, water, safety, but most of all, love. The need is great 
and the time is now to help change the world in the name of Jesus. 

Save the Date for February 28th
Mark you calendars for our 2nd Annual Mission Trip Fundraiser on Sunday, 
February 28, 2016. Funds raised will allow our youth group to go on their 

first mission trip to Guatemala! More details to 
come. 
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Together, We 
Make Things Possible
A wonderful, hard-working group gathered 
for Mission Possible Day on Saturday, 
November 14. We enjoyed fellowship over 
coffee, donuts and orange juice before we all 
got to work!  We spent the day getting our 
facilities ready to do “Immeasurably More” 
of God’s Work in 2016.  We planted trees, 
installed shelving and hooks to help organize 
the storage room in the gym, cleaned out 
the garage and organized our preschool and 
childcare rooms. It was a wonderful 
morning of fellowship and preparing for our 
future ministries. Thank you to everyone who 
spent their Saturday morning volunteering for Mission Possible Day! 

OFFICERS
Church Clerk: Ann Millard               ‘16

Historian: Ken Newland           ‘16
Co-Treasurer: Ike Blaylock                    ‘16

Co-Treasurer: Donnie Norris       ‘16
Co-Treasurer: Tim Davis        ‘16
Co-Treasurer: Ed Fare        ‘16
Co-Treasurer: Jim Phillips        ‘16
Assistant Treasurer:        ‘16
Secretary of Corp.: Deborah Rivenbark ‘16

Communities in 
Schools Inaugural 

Polar 
Plunge 

Take the plunge on 
January 1, 2016 to 
benefit Communities 
In Schools of Cape 
Fear! The inaugural 
Polar Plunge will take 
place at Wrightsville 
Beach starting at 
10:00 a.m. There will be live music, food, hot beverages and 
more as you prepare to take your dip. The plunge will 
officially take place at 11:00 a.m. Register at:
https://www.crowdrise.com/CISCFPolarPlunge

Get Your Tree or Wreath 
Before December 12 
The FBC Tree Lot is now open! 
Get your Christmas tree and 
wreath from the FBC Tree Lot 
to support youth mission trips! 
The Tree Lot will be open until 
December 12 at the Activities 
Center. 

Hours are as follows:
Monday-Friday: 5:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.
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2016 Nominating Committee

RECREATION
Joe Pate          ‘16
Donna Walden         ‘16  Chair
Marcia Horton         ‘16
Burt Jenkins         ‘17
Warren Prickett         ‘17
Frank Davis         ‘17
Bruce Lennon         ‘18
Joe Sutton          ‘18
Sandy Smith          ‘18

TRUSTEES
Berry Trice         ‘16  Chair 
Steve Hobbs         ‘16
Melissa Gott-Johnson        ‘17
Jon Rosborough*         ‘17
Robert Boggs         ‘18
Carlton Fisher          ‘18

PERSONNEL
Jeremy Blair                        ‘16  Chair 
Allen Hunt              ‘16
Glenda Currin*              ‘16
Janet Nelson             ‘17  Vice Chair 
Rick Miley              ‘17
Philip Sutton             ‘17
Beth Upton              ‘18
Mike Cockerham              ‘18
Jean Jarvis               ‘18

CHRISTIAN ED.
Andy Motley                 ‘16
Linda Gurganus                   ‘16
Rebecca Boggs                     ‘16  Chair 
Stuart Pike                 ‘17
Elias Azan                 ‘17
Peyton Earey*                 ‘17
Greg Player                 ‘18
Brad Overton                 ‘18
Bill Dunn                  ‘18

MISSIONS & MINISTRY
Vickie Porter        ‘16   Chair 
Keith Sanders       ‘16
Austin Aley       ‘16
Jim George       ‘16
Beth Trice*       ‘16 
Vanessa Reese       ‘17
Annie Adams                      ‘17
Phyllis Ellenberg       ‘17
Scott Skinner       ‘17
Alan Dyar       ‘17
Coleman Long       ‘18
Don Womble       ‘18
Brenda Cox        ‘18
Les Rutt            ‘18
Terry Miller       ‘18

Ken Dull                              ‘16
Estell Lee Harrelson           ‘16
Carl Williford                ‘16   Co-Chair
Ray Caffee                ‘17
Harry Williams                ‘17
Gail Herring                ‘17   Co-Chair 
Brad Husdon                ‘18
Laura Blair                 ‘18
Tammy Blizzard                  ‘18

FIN. MANAGEMENT

Julie Bobo  ‘16
Jennie McNeilly  ‘16
Paige Turner    ‘16   Chair
Chelsey Gallagher* ‘16
Cassie Williamson ‘16
Brittany Caffee  ‘17
Brenda Cribb  ‘17
Lindsay Prickett  ‘17   Vice Chair 
Lindsey Reiner  ‘17
Austin Adams  ‘17
Jennifer Springer  ‘18
Kristen Shoffner  ‘18
Sarah Walden  ‘18
Gail Holcomb  ‘18
Kiff Kinkead  ‘18

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY
David Taylor  ‘16
Tara McCrary   ‘16   Chair
Jeff Troutman  ‘16
Brian Furtado  ‘16
Amy Croom  ‘16
Donnie Overby  ‘17
Catherine Royal  ‘17
Phil Mansfield  ‘17
Michelle Willis  ‘17
Tiffany Fountain  ‘17
Anna Oppelt  ‘18
Scharlotte Eby  ‘18
Janna Lennon  ‘18
Marc Sumner  ‘18
Skip Everhart  ‘18

We will vote on the committee report at the end of both worship services on December 20th. 

*Filling an unexpired term



Kingdom News is a monthly publication 
of First Baptist Church of Wilmington,  NC            

USPS-295-400
411 Market Street, Wilmington, NC  28401

 Periodicals postage paid at Wilmington, NC   

411 MARKET STREET
WILMINGTON, NC 28401

From Your FBC Church Family


